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DIBSGT  SHIPprj'S  FA3ILigiSS  ::STA-3Ll3Hro  BST-T^Si:  7L0RIDA  .C'l)  LI^^Sr-FOOL 


The  possi"bilit  ies  that  have  been  cnened  as  a  result  of  the  success- 
ful cornpletioa  of  the  first  direct  shi-oneiit  of  citrus  fruit  fron  Florida  to 
LiverDool  arc  er^phasized  in  the  following  reriort  of  I:r.  3dvin  Smith,  the 
Departraent  ^  s  Fruit  Specialist  in  ]3arot)e: 
Direct  sailings  fron  Florida 

On  February  15  the  steanshi-n  "Daytonian"  arrived  at  Liverpool  after 
a  15-day  vogage  from  Jacksonville,  Florida,  vrith  the  first  direct  shipment 
of  Florida  graioefnait  and  oranges  ever  made  to  the  British  narket.  This 
v^as  a  ner.-iorable  voyage  through  the  fact  that  it  fulfilled  a  ^ish  long  cher- 
ished by  the  citrus  fruit  gro'^ers  of  Florida,  opening  up  as  it  did  a  direct 
trade  route  for  fresh  fruits  bet"'een  the  South  and  SuroT)e.     The  trend  "f 
the  Florida  citrus  industry/  has  long  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  outside 
outlets  during  years  of  bumper  crops,  but  the  high  cost  of  transportation 
in  the  past  has  been  a  great  barrier  between  the  Florida  citrus  grove  and 
European  narkets.     In  fact,  it  has  been  the  na.in  factor  preventing  a  rax>— 
idly  increasing  per  capita  cons\iniption  of  grapefruit  in  G^reat  Britain. 

It  is  understood  that  the  freight  rates  betrt^en  Jacksonville  and 
Liverpool  vere  sil-OO  per  bo:c  \mder  refrigeration  and  B5  cents  in  ordinary 
sto-rage.    The  rates  between  Florida  shipuing  points  aiid  British  ports  by 
overland  route  via  Hew  York  City  are  sonething  like  c^2.0S  per  case.  How- 
ever, as  the  dirpct  shipping  entails  rail  a:id  assenbling  (cold  storage) 
charges  in  Florida  and  sone  distributing  charges  fron  Liverpool  to  London 
or  ClasgovT  in  Great  Britain,  the  costs  are  not  reduced  so  liiuch  as  they 
seem.     Subsequent  costs  should  not  be  as  hea^^y  as  during  the  initial  trialt; 
of  this  ner  route.     Both  asser.ibliiig  and  distributing  costs  can  be  material- 
ly reduced.     The  ocean  trans"nortat  ion  costs  betveen  Jccksonville  and  Liver- 
pool are  nor  exactly  the  same  as  those  from  Los  Angeles,  California,  to 
LiverDool  on  rjach  larger  cargoes - 

Condition  on  arrival 

Tlie  condition  cf  this  first  direct  consignment  of  Florida  grar)e- 
fruit  on  arrival  in  Livemool  ras  excellent-     Even  the  fe'"  h"andred  cases 
carried  betr^een  -decks  in  ordinary-  sto^a^-e  '-ere  said  to  sho^  "but  little 
decay,  though  it  ^'as  much  softer  than  that  in  the  refrigerators-  The 
only  excet)tions  to  a  laniversally  excellent  condition  r'ere  to  be  found  in 
a  slight  rithering  near  the  stem  on  some  grapefruit,  and  a  shri-"eling  of 
some  of  the  m.sseted  oranges- 
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Unsuitable  sizes 

Poor  choice  in  Daicing  up  the  6,000  box  cargo  ras  apparent  in  the 
sizes  of  the  grapefruit  and  in  the  grades  and  varieties  of  some  of  the 
oranges.     It  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  that  the  der.iand  in  G-reat 
Britain  was  for  small  sizes..  Chis  inaugural  shipment  contained  liberal 
Quantities  of  36^s,  54' s,  and  64' s,  and  even  soae  23' s-     The  64  is  not 
a  desirable  size  for  the  British  markets.     Sizes  96  aiid  112  sell  for 
hither  prices  than  64  any  day,  vhile  sizes  larger  than  54  almost  have 
to  be  given  a^ay. 

It  has  also  been  pointed  out  ' that  the  liuropean  markets  are  ade- 
quately sur>-Dlied  rith  chear)  oranges  from  Spain  during  the  "'inter  months, 
so  that  shim.ients  of  American  oraiiges  should  be  restricted  to  the  very 
highest  qualities,  and  this  aTmlies  to  ar>r)earance  as  well  as  to  eating 
quality.     It  is  not  vise  to  try  to  connete  r-itl:  oranges  selling  in  G-reat 
Britain  for  from  ^2.00  to  S5o,00  -per  100  pouxid  box.     'These  considerations 
were  not  closely  followed  t'hen  assembling  some  of  the  lov^er  grades  of 
heavily  russet ed  oranges  included  in  the  "Dayt onian'' s"  cargo. 

Cold  storage  used  in  Great  Britain 

The  shipment  arrived  9n  a  very  vreak  market,  from  J1j3.50  to  J^4,15 
being  the  prica  on  o'j.ite  large  volumes  from  Porto  Rico  and  Florida,  and 
even  lover  trices  on  fruit  from  Jamaica.     Conseai-xently  a  portion  of  the 
" Dayt onian "s"  cargo  vas  placed  in  cold  storage  for  future  markets-  This 
unoLxest ionably  adds  to  the  expense  of  na.rketing,  but  shoT^'s  ^^hat  can  be 
done  v^ith  fruit  arriving  in  sound  condition.     It  is  ^^robable  that  cold 
storage  vrill  have  to  be  used  until  consuirrpt  ion  has  increased  tc  the  -noint 
where  the  arrival  of  6,000  cr  more  boxes  cn  a  jingle  ship  will  be  a 
normal  occurrence. 
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